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1. ROBERT THOMPSON ASKS THAT 'THE: FOLLOWING* REPORT SE- PASSES QN TQi 
SECRETARY KISSlNGERl 

! VI8ITE0 1 PHNOM PENH BN 15' ANO 16- FEBRUARY. THE* MAR8HAL 1 WAS- 
FANCIFUL! AND SEEMED OUT OF! TOUCH; WITH- REALITIES,. GENERALI SOUSTHENC 
APPEAREO HARRASSEO AND! OEPRESSEOv PRIME MINISTERS FOREIGN, MINISTER f 
FINANCE' MINISTER! ANO AMBASSADOR UM SIN WERE HOWEVERf^REAL* STTCt AS; 


TO THE! GRAVITY OF THE; SITUATION AND THE! IMPORTANCE! OP^THE: IMPENDING' 
CONGRESSIONAL' VISIT, 

ON THE SURFACE PHNOM PENHi APPEARED QUIET’ WI7V NO? SJSNi QF ; PANICS , 
MORALE; HAS BEEN BOOSTED! By THE! AIRLIFT., X AM 1 FAXRLT ; CERTAIN THATVTHEI 
MILITARY PRESSURE ON THE* CAPITAL* ALONE* CAN SEl HELD ALTHOUGH- THE! THREAT- 
MAY CONTINUE- FROM THE NORTHWEST WHERE: KC HAVE! MAIN! HEIGHT’ OFi ATTACK**. 
SNG FORCES, XT IS FROM THIS AREA THAT CHINESE! (BFMMl ROCKETS; ARfii 
HITTING- THE AIRPORT, 




WHILE! OUTWARDLY THE- SITUATION MAY LOOK! SIMILAR* T 
ARE: FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES. MAINLY OWING: TO THE! MINING- QFtTHE: MEKONQl . 

XT WILLI TAKE' ALL* AVAILABLE! RESERVES: TO REfeOPEN' TNEl KATRRWAY AND TQ; 
KEEP! IT’ OPEN, X AM NOT SURE: THAT' THIS- CAN BE! OONEw^ RANK* IS; STRETCHED 

A lun fTDPft uttu TMinPAitiirr uiuonycoi Dcrcoiionra a min un iittm 


x t wrftnt i nmi o\jhc\ that G An ac* PARR* !*» PTn&TC 

AND TIRED WITH INADEQUATE MANPOWER! RESOURCES; AND NO- REPLACEMENT' 

OF! EQUIPMENT BUT 18 DOING ITS BEST,. IF THE: MEKONQl LEFEcjLINEI IS Ngf 
RE8T0RE0, RICE. SUPPLIES WILLI SOON BECOME A. GREAT' PROBLEM* IN ADOITtQN’ 
TO- AMMUNITION, SO THAT’ EVEN A MA8SIVE! UNINTERRUPTED AIRLIFT’ WILLI ONLY 
POSTPONE- THE COLLAPSE* FOR A MONTH ORi TWO, 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL! AID IS THEREFORE VITAL FpR ; IMMEDIATE' MATERIAL 
NEEDS ANO IS NOW AS IMPORTANT’ PSYCHOLOGICALLY, WITHOUT IT'- THE: 
COLLAPSE- COULD COME WEUl BEFORE THE! END OF ORY SEASON IN MAYL LONG 
BORET TOLD ME THAT HE COULD NOT CONTEMPLATE' THE CONSEQUENCES; 
ADDITIONAL, AID COMBINED WITH RE-OPENING OF THE* MEKONG WILL! HOWEVER- 
ONLY GAIN A FEW MORE MONTHS, ALTHOUGH THE KC FORCES HAVE SUFFERED 
HEAVILY, THERE IS no LONGER ANY PROSPECT OF' THE QKR REGAINING' PARTS 
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SIL THE! COUNTRYSIDE ANQ! LINKING! UP; WITH' ENCLAVES OR) ANY WAY'fHPROVlNG) 
THEIR! BARGAINING P08ITIQN,.. THE' SIEGE! WOULD' MERELY' START' AGAIN' LATER! 

IN ?Hg! year as. an annuali event; 

IT IS; AN AGONIZING' SITUATION WITH' POSSIBLE! TRAGIC' BNDXNGfc - IN' VIEW 
1 onn»r*uyn 4 ri l n*‘ VVUNtRt***>S ! * T GUUbO' ENQ' IN' HftSSscRsk „ 

I ALSO DI8CUSSED WITH!. LONG' BORET' WHETHER THERE! WAS ANY ALTERNATIVE) 

8QLUfT0M 8UT GAT TNP 1 typBffgg^QW fUAt\ A* fynyeyt fM*©*» A©©r©L©*!**J** Mffu, 

WHOM THE! GKR MIGHT - BE ABLE! TO OEALfe THE HARD! CORE) «C< WOULD' PROVgl 
INTRASXGENT UNLESS STRONG PRESSURE) COULD BE) BROUOHfTTO' BEAR) PROM 
OUTSIDE, HE MAOE IT CLEAR: THAT# TO PRESERVE) THE'. KHMER) NATION# THE) 
MAR8HAL' WOULO NOT BE; AN OBSTRUCTION' TO' ANT 1 PEACEPUU SOLUTION, 

HERE; HOWEVER# I AH OUT OF! NY DEPTH) ON THE) AVAILABLE! SOURCES; AND' 
CONTACTS AND CAN ONLY SAY THAT ANY MEANS. OP) AVOIDING) A BLOOOBATH 
SHOULD BE URGENTLY SOUGHT, 
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